
 

 

Emotra AB (publ) is a medical technology company that carries out research, development, clinical 
studies and marketing in the area of suicide prevention. The Company’s method, EDOR®, is a 
proprietary, objective and quantitative diagnostic, psychophysiological test for detecting 
hyporeactivity in patients suffering from depression. During the test, the patient listens to a series of 
audio signals. The patient’s response, in the form of very small changes in dermal electric 
conductivity, is measured and analysed. This extremely sensitive and specific test of suicidal risk has 
been developed as the result of research. 
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Newsletter from Emotra AB (publ)   

Göteborg, October 31, 2016  

Emotra – Lars-Håkan held presentation in Chicago   
Last week in Chicago, Lars-Håkan Thorell, the inventor of EDOR® and the Company’s Head of research, held 
a presentation that gathered a great deal of attention. He presented the result of his research and how it led 
to the development of EDOR®.  
 
On October 29, 2016, Lars-Håkan Thorell presented his research at a big international convention, the “2nd 
International Conference on Brain Disorders and Therapeutics,” in Chicago, USA, attended by many leading 
researchers in this field. Thorell had been invited as one of the keynote speakers at this event, a very important 
forum since it among other things focused on the subject of bipolar disorders. Scientific studies have shown 
that suicide risk is especially high among patients who have been diagnosed with bipolar disorders. With that in 
mind, one important observation is that the prevalence of hyporeactivity in the baseline material of our 
ongoing multi-centre study, EUDOR-A, as well as in earlier studies, was highest among patients diagnosed with 
bipolar disorders. 
Thorell presented his knowledge about electrodermal reactivity and how it is measured. He continued with the 
subject of electrodermal hyporeactivity, how it is defined, and which factors and parts of the brain that 
probably lie behind the lack of electrodermal-specific orientation reactions that several research papers have 
found in up to 97% of depressed people who later committed suicide.  
He described Emotra’s research activities and goals and presented the results of previously conducted studies 
as well as the conclusions that could be drawn from the baseline material of our ongoing, European, multi-
centre study, EUDOR-A. Thorell emphasised that the use of EDOR® has one single goal, which is to screen those 
patients who are at risk of committing suicide from those who aren’t at risk, so that suicide-prevention efforts 
and resources can be focused on the correct patients. 
His presentation gathered a great deal of attention and several researchers waited patiently in line for an 
opportunity to discuss the new method with Thorell. Some of them wished to establish some form of 
collaboration with Emotra. Among these were physicists with a keen interest in the measurement method and 
neurochemists. One Russian brain researcher drew strong connections to the results she herself had achieved 
in a related field of research. 
The multi-centre study, EUDOR-A, which is being conducted by Emotra in collaboration with the European 
Psychiatric Association’s Suicide Section, EPA-SS, is progressing as planned. Test data for 1,573 patients had 
been submitted to Emotra for analysis by March 10, 2016, the closing date of the test period. Our one-year 
patient follow-up will continue until March 10, 2017, and after that we will move on to our statistical analysis. 
On March 29, 2017, all of the participating clinics will gather for a consensus meeting in Rome to analyse and 
discuss the study results. On April 4, the study results will be presented at a large international psychiatry 
conference in Florence, Italy. 
 
For further information, please contact: Claes Holmberg, CEO. Telephone: +46 708 25 45 47, E-mail: 
claes@emotra.se  
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